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TIME-LINE & CHRONOLOGY MAPS OF URBAN SPATIAL RELATIONS IN PARKVILLE
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A postcard of  Royal Park, where American forces camped out during World War II.(Supplied: Argus Collection, State Library of  Victoria)

CAMP PELL @ ROYAL PARK

ROYAL MELBOURNE

HOSPITAL

GREY’S COURT NURSES’ QUARTER
(FORMER CARLTON COLLEGE 1886)

Ian Clunies Ross, Robert Menzies, Pattie Menzies, Arthur Dean and Warden Brian Jones at the official opening of International House, 24 May 1958. International 

House Archives
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This building forms a microcosm 

of the world in which young 

people of many countries live, 

work and play together… They 

may be termed opinion-formers 
and can do much to help break 

down misunderstanding and 

social barriers between Australia 

and her overseas neighbours.
“New Student Quarters Opened”, 1963

`this experiment in international 

living was being conducted by 

University Students, and that it 

would be tackled therefore in a 

spirit of critical intelligence and 
freedom from prejudice; and that 

in pursuing the purposes and 

principles for which a University 

stands — truth, tolerance, freedom 

— these students, assembled from 
all over the world, would find 

companionship and understanding 

as well.
Sir William Clunies Ross

WOMEN’S 

BUILDING

The essential vision has 
remained unchanged, namely, 

providing its students of 
different nationalities and 

diverse cultures with the 
opportunity to live and learn 
together in a community of 

mutual respect, 

understanding and 
international friendship 

(Larkins, 2018, pg 195)



5

TIME-LINE OF ACTIVISM WITH BUILDINGS' SEQUENCE.
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• `Control and Colour Bar’ publication

• Australians and International students resided in International House signed 

petition of `Immigration Reform 1958’

“Part of the reason for the great interest and decisive 

views about White Australia in student circles has been 
their own experiences in living and working with Asian 

students. This experience shows that not only are 

alleged racial and cultural incompatibilities a myth, but 
that we have much to gain from contact with people of 

other races.”
George Hicks, 1959

`For fifty years, Scheps has been the 
setting for incredible interactions 

between students – men and women, 

local and international – and continues 

to represent the multiculturalism, 

equality and harmony that International 
House stands for.’
Desai, 2022 https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/international-house-
melbourne/2022/04/08/fifty-years-of-scheps/

LGBTQ+

https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/international-house-melbourne/2022/04/08/fifty-years-of-scheps/
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IH VICTORIA AUSTRALIA

1957 1 0 0

1958 1 0 0

1959 1 0 0

1960 2 0 0
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Parkville demographics: 
Percentage of residence with overseas parents (both)
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Arguably, IH contributed to changing perceptions at the 
grassroots level from students to the Parkville 
community and shaped Modern Australia.

Conclusion Acknowledgement

• Dr. Caitlin Stone

• Dr. Katherine Firth

• Dr. Deborah Seifret

• Ms. Tamra Keating & Ms. Thu Nguyen

• Ms. Rosemary Hampson & Ms. Maybel Forrest

• Mr. Will Chao and Mr. Shaun Huynh

7

CONCLUSION
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